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Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for 2017! 
It seems very early to say this, but as this is the last Newsletter of 2016 we would like to wish you all a 
very Happy Christmas and send best wishes for a fantastic 2017.  It is only by working in close partnership 
with all members of the school community that we can continue to be such a happy and effective school -  
so please remember your support is valued and we always welcome your views and comments.   

 
 

West Winch Primary School  

Christmas Fair 
This Friday (2nd December) from 3.15 p.m. in the hall... 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 2 Christmas Songs 
Our Key Stage 2 singers will be ready to sing you some festive songs on Tuesday 13th December at 3.20 
p.m. in the main hall.  No tickets are required – simply come along, join in and enjoy!   
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End of Autumn Term Rainbow Report 
For parents of children in Years 1 to 6, your child’s end of autumn term ‘Rainbow Report’ will be sent 
home on Friday 16th December.  This will detail the number of targets they have confidently achieved in 
reading, writing and maths during the autumn term.  An example Year 3 report is show below: 
 

 
 

You can see that Fred has met the ‘expected’ number of targets in both reading and writing – and is 
therefore on track at orange, but he is just one target short of ‘expected’ in maths – and is therefore not 
on track at red.  A copy of the same report will be sent home at the end of the spring and summer terms 
with those new sections completed, so you can keep a check on your child’s current attainment and 
ongoing colour progress.   
 
To make ‘expected’ progress, we are looking for children to be orange at Christmas, yellow at Easter 
and green at the end of the summer term.  Some children may have made accelerated progress and be 
either blue or purple at the end of the academic year.   
 
Some children may be working below their year group targets and their progress through these will be 
shown in the ‘beginning, developing and embedded’ sections – like this: 
 

 
 

You can see that this Year 3 child is working through the 36 Year 2 reading targets and has confidently 
achieved 14 of them – showing that they are currently ‘developing’ in reading.  We hope that they would 
have increased their number of targets confidently achieved and be ‘embedded’ by the end of the spring 
term and then working towards targets from Year 3 by the summer term. 
 
Your child’s class teacher will be able to send home a colour photocopy of your child’s highlighted target 
book after Christmas (if requested) – so that you can support their learning at home.  Please have a chat 
with them and ask for a copy.  Copies of all (Y1 to Y6) class target books are available to download from 
the school website (www.westwinchprimary.co.uk) – simply click on ‘CLASSES’ at the top of the home 
page, select your child’s year group and then click on the ‘Target Book’ document on the right hand side of 
that page. 



Reception & Key Stage 1 Christmas Production 
Tickets (priced at 50p each) for the Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas performances of ‘The Lucky 
Owl’ (on Wednesday 7th December at 2.00 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.) will be on sale on a daily basis from 
Thursday 1st December from 8.40 to 9.00 a.m. and 2.45 to 3.15 p.m.  Due to fire regulations, we can only 
accommodate a limited number of seats in the hall, so tickets will be limited to a maximum of 2 per family 
– and please remember that tickets will be required for any children attending the performances.  All 
children in school will be watching the dress rehearsal.  If there are any spare tickets, these will be sold 
from the morning of Tuesday 6th December (from 8.40 to 9.00 a.m. and 2.45 to 3.15 p.m.).  
 
School Christmas Lunch 
The menu for our School Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 13th December will be Roast Turkey Breast 
with a Chipolata Sausage, Stuffing and Gravy, served with Roast Potatoes, Carrot Batons and Garden Peas 
(vegetarian option – Vegetable Plait).  Dessert will be a Decorated Gingerbread Biscuit.  No packed 
lunches or other menu choices will be available from the school kitchen on that day.  No pre-ordering is 
required and the usual price of £2.20 applies.  Please don’t forget that all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
children will receive this meal for FREE! 
 
Christmas Pantomime - Cinderella 
Following the incredibly generous offer by Peniston 
Construction Services to sponsor a whole school trip 
to see Cinderella at King’s Lynn Corn Exchange, we 
will now be going to the pantomime on Wednesday 
14th December at 2.00 p.m., with the children 
returning to school at 5.15 p.m.  We will have a normal 
school lunch on that day.  We would like to send an 
enormous thank you to Peniston Construction Services 
for their kind sponsorship and also to our HSL, who 
are covering the cost of coaches for this trip.  If your 
child is not going to the pantomime, they will be looked 
after by Mr Oldridge for the afternoon – but should be 
collected from the main school doors at 3.10 p.m. as usual.  
 
Save the Children – Christmas Jumper Fundraiser 
We would like to help raise some cash for ‘Save the Children’ 
by taking part in a special Christmas Jumper Fundraiser.  
Children are encouraged to wear their Christmas jumpers on 
Tuesday 13th, Thursday 15th and Friday 16th December.  
Please make a £1.00 donation towards ‘Save the Children’ on 
any of those days.  Please note that school uniform is required on Wednesday 14th December as the 
children are going to the pantomime and we need to be able to quickly identify West Winch children at 
the King’s Lynn Corn Exchange.  Please note – Christmas jumpers should only be worn at school on the 
days listed above. 
 
Winter Weather Conditions 
We will aim to stay open during all weather conditions throughout the winter months – unless the safety 
of our children and staff is at risk.  If weather conditions deteriorate significantly, please check if our school 
is closed by listening to KLFM on 96.7 FM or BBC Radio Norfolk on 104.4 FM.  You can also visit 
www.schoolclosures.norfolk.gov.uk, our school website at www.westwinchprimary.co.uk and our 
Twitter feed @wwprimary – which will both be updated (during extreme weather conditions) to show if 
school is open or closed (from 7.30 a.m.) each day.  
 
Sumdog 
We will shortly be ending our subscription to Sumdog.  Whilst many children have 
continued to use this online learning tool at home, we have found that it is not 
challenging the children as effectively as we would have wished.  By carefully monitoring 



Sumdog in use, we have found that many children are being given questions well below their ability level – 
which isn’t helping them make the most effective progress.   
 
Espresso Home Access  
Please don’t forget that you and your child can access our Espresso Primary 
service at home.  We use Espresso in school to help motivate, engage and support 
learning in the classroom. Now your child can continue to enjoy what they have 
been doing at school, and you can be involved in their learning at home!  Espresso 
Primary Home Access includes a home learning area and parent’s guide, with information to help you use 
the service.  To access Espresso from home, go to online.espresso.co.uk and enter the following details:  
Username:  student23827 Password: espresso 
 
Parent Governor Vacancy 
We would like to send an enormous thank you to Clare Flynn, who has been an incredibly important part 
of our governing body for the last few years.  Unfortunately, Clare has just resigned from our governing 
body.  As a result of Clare’s resignation, we now have a vacancy for a parent governor.  Perhaps you would 
be interested in becoming one of our governors?   School governors are drawn from all walks of life, with 
each bringing their unique skills and experience to the role of school leadership.  You do not have to be a 
working professional, just someone who wants to be involved and make a difference.  A separate letter has 
been sent home with this newsletter, which contains details about the election of a new parent governor 
at West Winch Primary School. 
 
With best wishes and Happy Christmas, 

 
Mark Oldridge 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
December 
Wednesday 7th – YR & KS1 Nativity (2.00 & 6.30 p.m.) 
UPDATED Tuesday 13th – School Christmas Lunch 
Tuesday 13th – KS2 Carols & Songs at 3.20 p.m. 
NEW Tuesday 13th – Christmas Jumpers can be worn 
UPDATED Wednesday 14th – Pantomime Trip 
NEW Thursday 15th – Christmas Jumpers can be worn 
NEW Friday 16th – Christmas Jumpers can be worn 
Friday 16th December – Reports home/School closes 
 
January  
Thursday 5th – School opens after Christmas 
Friday 6th – Year 5 Swimming starts 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
! 

Telephone:  01553 840397 
E-mail:  office@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 
Website:  www.westwinchprimary.co.uk 

Twitter:  @wwprimary 
Parent Support Adviser (Helen Spencer): 07957127797 

Diary Dates  

February 
Tuesday 7th – Safer Internet Day 
Friday 10th – School closes for half term 
Monday 20th – School opens after half term 
Friday 24th – Year 6 Swimming starts 
Tuesday 28th – Parents Evening (4.00 to 6.30 p.m.) 
 
March 
Thursday 2nd – Parents Evening (5.00 to 7.30 p.m.) 
Friday 31st – Reports home/School closes for Easter 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Cursive Handwriting 
We hope you have seen your child(ren) practising their joined handwriting recently.  
As a whole school policy, we have now introduced cursive handwriting, which is 
designed to enable children to develop a free flowing and efficient handwriting style.  
Cursive handwriting also enables us to quickly identify letter or join formation 
problems – and then work with each child to further improve their handwriting 
style.   
 
Cursive handwriting is being used across the school from Reception to Year 6.  The 
cursive handwriting letters that we are now using can be seen below: 
 
Lower Case – Variation 1 
 

 
 
Lower Case – Variation 2 (alternative f and k) 
 

 
 
 
Upper Case 
 

 



 
 
Attendance Update – December 2016 
As you will be aware, we have once again set the target of 97% for whole school attendance for the 
academic year 2016 to 2017.  We would ask all parents to support us in our continued drive to reach our 
attendance target by ensuring their child maintains a high level of attendance and please don’t take holidays 
in term time!  We will continue to authorise absence in ‘exceptional circumstances’ and Miss Todd, our 
Attendance Lead, will make contact with families if their child’s attendance is giving us cause for concern.   
 
The attendance totals from Monday 5th September (Wednesday 7th for Reception Class) to Friday 
4th November were: 
 
 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 School 
Attendance 95.7% 97.1% 97.7% 97.1% 96.7% 97.0% 97.1% 97.0% 
 
The weekly attendance totals from Monday 21st to Friday 25th November were: 
 
 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 School 
Attendance 97.3% 96.9% 98.6% 93.3% 98.0% 98.6% 95.6% 96.9% 
 
Termly Attendance Traffic Lights 
Your child’s attendance traffic lights for the end of the autumn term will be sent home after the Christmas 
holidays.  As a reminder these are the attendance percentages that result in each attendance colour being 
awarded: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Late Arrival 
Please could we remind all parents and carers that school starts at 8.50 a.m. each morning.  Morning 
registration officially lasts for ten minutes until 9.00 a.m. and any children who arrive after this time are 
marked as ‘late’, which is also classified as a missed session – impacting on their attendance percentage.   
Children who arrive late have often missed the start of the first lesson – which will significantly affect their 
progress over time.  This late arrival is very embarrassing for the child and always disrupts the teacher and 
the rest of the class.    We have a ‘late arrivals’ and ‘early departures’ book in the main office – which all 
parents and carers are requested to complete when bringing their child(ren) in late or taking them early 
from school.   
 
100% Attendance  
We are really pleased to say that 183/204 children managed an attendance record 
of 100% last week – brilliant news! 

December 2016 

 
GREEN – This indicates attendance from 97% to 100%. 
 
 
AMBER – This indicates attendance from 90% to 96%. 
 
 
RED – This indicates attendance at 89% and below. 

 



West Winch Primary School 

HSL UPDATE 
December 2016  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
HSL Christmas Disco - Monday 12th December 
The HSL will be holding a Christmas Disco for all children on Monday 12th December.  Key 
Stage 1 (Reception to Year 2) – from 4.30 p.m. to 6.00 p.m., Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 
6) – from 6.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
 
Tickets are £1.00 on the door.  There will be games, sweets and drinks on sale, but £1.00 to £2.00 will be 
plenty of spending money.  Please send children with pocket money in a named purse/wallet as the children 
will be responsible for it themselves.  The emergency contact details slip (for the duration of the disco) is 
at the bottom of this page – please complete and bring it with you to the disco.  Unfortunately children 
without an emergency contact slip will be unable to stay for the disco.   
 
To run the disco, we would really appreciate some extra helping hands on the evening.  If you 
would be able to stay and help, please catch one of the HSL team on the playground or leave 
a message in the school office.  
 
 
The Giving Machine – Online Shopping  
Please don’t forget to use ‘The Giving Machine’ while 
doing your online shopping. It is a quick and easy way to 
raise funds for the school and does not cost you (or us) a 
penny. Just click on… 
 

www.thegivingmachine.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HSL Christmas Disco – Monday 12th December  
EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS  
 
Child’s name __________________________________________________  Year Group ________ 
 
Contact 1:  Name:                                                                               Telephone: 
 
Contact 2:  Name:                                                                               Telephone: 
 
Please bring this slip along to the disco with your child.  Unfortunately, children will not be 
admitted to the disco without this emergency contact slip. 

 


