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Aims and objectives 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. We provide opportunities for all 
children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, 
and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music. 
 
The aims of music teaching are to enable all children to: 
 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 
styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

• learn to sing and use their voices 

• have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument 

• to use technology appropriately 

• to create and compose music on their own and with others 

• understand and explore how music is created 
 
 
Teaching and learning style 
We aim to make music an enjoyable learning experience and encourage children to participate in a variety of musical 
activities. We provide opportunities for all children to sing and to listen to and appreciate different styles and genres 
of music. We teach them the skills of recognising and commenting on pulse, pitch, rhythm, timbre, dynamics and 
texture in music. We provide opportunities for children to work with others to make music and show how 
individuals compose and organise music. We also begin to teach them some of the features of musical notation and 
to develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 
 
Additional music teaching 
Children are offered the opportunity to learn to play an instrument with a peripatetic music teacher. Peripatetic 
music teaching is organised by the Local Education Authority’s Music Service. Parents who want their children to 
participate make a contribution towards the cost of lessons. 
 
 
Music curriculum planning  
Music is often taught and used within other areas of the curriculum, and to support and enhance the work done 
within the topics planned.  A wide range of resources is available to support music teaching.  We give pupils the 
opportunity to appreciate a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music.  The music subject leader is 
responsible for monitoring and reviewing planning.  
 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
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We teach music in Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. In the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, music contributes to a child’s development in the area of expressive arts and design. 
 
Teaching music to children with special educational needs (SEN) 
At our school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy 
to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to 
consider each child’s attainment and progress against expectations.  When progress falls significantly outside the 
expected range, the child may have SEN. We look at a range of factors, including classroom organisation, teaching 
materials, teaching style, and differentiation, so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the 
child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 
 
 
Assessment and recording 
Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. 
Additional evidence may be gained during school performances or other relevant events, and may be presented in 
the form of recordings or photographs. The attainment of each child is indicated termly using our school ‘Rainbow 
sheets’. 
 
 
Resources 
There are a wide range of resources available for the use of all staff in the school. We keep these resources in a 
central store. They are regularly checked for safety and relevance and new resources may be purchased as needed. 
Risk assessments may be carried out according to the activity planned.  
 
 
Monitoring and review 
The music subject leader is responsible for keeping an overview of the standard of children’s work and for the 
quality of teaching. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues, being informed about current 
developments and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The music subject leader is 
responsible for making a contribution to the school’s Evaluation and Improvement Workbook, indicating current 
performance and identifying critical issues and steps for success. 
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