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NEWSLETTER 
September 2017  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Hello and Welcome Back!  
We hope you have had a lovely summer break and we look forward to another happy 
and productive year working in partnership with you and your child(ren).  We say a 
very special welcome to all our new Reception children and parents today and also send 
out a special welcome to all children who have joined us in other year groups.  As 
always, we really value your input and appreciate being told of anything which may be affecting your child at 
school and in turn, we promise to keep you fully informed about your child’s educational progress – or any 
other incidents which happen at school.  If you have any concerns, please make contact with your child’s 
class teacher in the first instance.  All class teachers keep a record of your contact with school and we will 
do our utmost to help in all circumstances.  If you would like to see me, please make an appointment at 
the main office – or you can usually catch me in the playground before and after school! 
 
This is a reminder of our staffing structure for the academic year 2017 to 2018: 
 
Class Teacher 
Reception Rhinos Miss Keelen Todd 
Year 1 Dolphins Miss Susannah Mitchell 
Year 2 Elephants Mrs Catherine Guy 
Year 3 Owls Mrs Helen Baker 
Year 4 Woodpeckers Mr Timothy Little 
Year 5 Kingfishers Mr Stephen Jacklin 
Year 6 Eagles Mrs Deborah McConnell 
 
We say a big welcome to Sarah Cobb and Jane Scott who will be joining our excellent team of teaching 
assistants.  Mrs Cobb will be working in our Reception Class and Mrs Scott will also spend some time with 
Reception, but will also be working in our Key Stage 2 classes.  All classes benefit from the work of our 
highly skilled Teaching Assistants – and the support staff in your child’s class will be discussed in more 
detail during the Curriculum Meetings for each class, when you will also find out more information about 
the curriculum your child will be covering, our updated assessment system and the homework 
expectations for each year group. 
 
The class Curriculum Meetings start at 3.30 p.m. in each classroom, on these dates in September: 
 

Monday 18th Tuesday 19th Wednesday 20th Thursday 21st  
Reception and Year 4 Year 1 and Year 5 Year 2 and Year 3 Year 6 

 
The Year 6 meeting will also include details about the annual Year 6 trip to Kingswood in July 2018. 
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Free School Meals 
Please don’t forget that all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to free 
school meals.  It is important that we are aware of all families who would normally have 
been provided with free school meals because of family circumstances, as our school 
receives additional funding to support all pupils identified as ‘pupil premium.’  If you are 
unsure, please have a chat to Mrs Clark in the main school office. 



Norse Lunch Menu & Payments 
As you will already be aware, our Norse Cook Manager is Annie Grief, who produces the most delicious 
meals and snacks on a daily basis with her catering team of Claire and Jo.  The latest Autumn/Winter 
Norse menu is available to download from our school website (www.westwinchprimary.co.uk) and 
don’t forget that all Key Stage 2 meals (Years 3 to 6) must be paid for via Plus Pay.  We have no facilities 
for taking cash at lunchtime, but cash payments can be made for breaktime snacks.   
 
Parent Mail 
Please don’t forget that Parent Mail is the only method by 
which you will receive the monthly newsletter and 
regular updates.  It is also used to book parental 
consultations with class teachers.  If you have already registered and verified your account, then hopefully 
everything will continue to work well.  If you have changed your email address and/or mobile number 
recently, please bring your new details into the school office – and we will update your information.   
 
It’s very simple: 

• To use Parent Mail all you need to do is verify your account.  You should have been sent either an 
email or text message from Parent Mail.   

• Please click on the link from the text message or email and follow the verification process.  You will 
be asked to enter some details, answer a security question to verify who you are and to set a 
password for your account. 

• Please be assured that Parent Mail is registered with the Information Commissioner and guarantees 
that all information you provide will be kept private and will not be passed on to any other 
organisation. 

 
Plus Pay 
Plus Pay is the only payment system used in school and we are unable to 
take cash for school lunches, school uniform and school trips.  School meals 
must be paid for via Plus Pay or children will need to bring in a packed 
lunch from home.  A minimum of £11.00 should be credited on Plus Pay 
each time, as this is enough to pay for one week of school dinners (5 x 
£2.20).  Any funds credited will remain in your account until they are used – as there is no expiry date.  An 
alert will be sent to you when there are enough funds left for another 2 school dinners (£4.40).   
 
Free school meals for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue as normal, as will free school 
meals for eligible children in Key Stage 2.   
 
If no funds have been added to Plus Pay and your child has not been provided with a packed 
lunch, we will telephone to ask for a packed lunch to be provided from home.   
 
Payment methods: 

• If you are paying by debit or credit card, you will be taken to a payment screen, where you can 
securely enter details from your card. 

• You can also make payment through your PayPal account. To do this, simply select PayPal as your 
payment option and you will be taken to the PayPal login screen. 

• PayCash enables you to pay by printing off a barcode and taking it to your local shop with a 
PayPoint machine.  From receiving the barcode you will have 48 hours to pay for the item. 

 
Parent Support Adviser 
Helen Spencer is our PSA and is available to support all families on a friendly and informal 
basis.  Perhaps you would like someone to chat to over a cup of coffee, or you feel that 
your child would benefit from joining more social groups in the community?  Please look 
out for Helen in the playground or make an appointment with her for a confidential, 
friendly and informal chat by contacting her on 07957127797. 



Assessment Colours 
From the start of this academic year, we will be using our half termly ‘Rising Stars’ assessments to judge 
the attainment colour for each child (Year 1 to Year 6).  The assessments are designed to test pupil 
knowledge and understanding every 6 weeks and will identify their performance in reading, maths and GPS 
(grammar, punctuation and spelling).  The standard of their written work will be based on a set of 
curriculum objectives from the writing target books.  The Rising Stars assessments and the writing 
objectives will provide assessment colours as follows: 
 

RED GREEN BLUE 
Not ‘on track’ to meet their 

‘expected’ year group targets at 
the end of this academic year. 

‘On track’ to meet their 
‘expected’ year group targets at 
the end of this academic year. 

 ‘On track’ to exceed their 
‘expected’ year group targets at 
the end of this academic year. 

 
Practice ‘Rising Stars’ test papers (and answers) will soon be available on each class webpage (Year 1 to 
Year 6), so you can start to work through the questions with your child – and get them used to the format 
of the questions they will be completing each half term.  The writing objectives will also be available on the 
same page. 
 
Children working below the expectations for their academic year will be still working through the targets 
from a lower year group.  We will track their attainment progress using the previous six colour bands and 
hopefully with a lot of hard work and targeted support (both at school and at home), they will manage to 
get onto the targets for their own year group at some point during the academic year. 
 
Please note, we will only be holding daytime (9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.) Parent 
Consultations this year.  These will take place three times across the first half of 
this academic year, which will give you the opportunity to discuss the results from 
your child’s half termly assessments and in partnership, we can then clearly focus 
on the areas that your child needs to work on, so that they meet the ‘expected’ 
standard at the end of the academic year in July 2018.  The consultations are on 
the following dates and appointment times will be made available well before they 
take place – to allow parents to make the necessary arrangements: 
 

 Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Consultations 
Day 1 

Tuesday 
31st 

October 

Wednesday 
1st 

November 

Thursday 
2nd 

November 

Monday 
30th 

October 

Wednesday 
1st 

November 

Monday 
30th 

October 

Tuesday 
31st 

October 
Consultations 
Day 2 

Tuesday  
9th  

January 

Wednesday 
10th  

January 

Thursday 
11th  

January 

Monday  
8th  

January 

Wednesday 
10th  

January 

Monday  
8th  

January 

Tuesday  
9th  

January 
Consultations 
Day 3 

Tuesday 
20th 

February 

Wednesday 
21st 

February 

Thursday 
22nd 

February 

Monday 
19th 

February 

Wednesday 
21st 

February 

Monday 
19th 

February 

Tuesday 
20th 

February 

 
Appointment times for consultations in the week beginning Monday 30th October will be available for 
booking from Friday 15th September.  You will receive a notification via Parent Mail that appointments can 
be made for parent consultations – and it will be a simple ‘click and book’ system to make your 
appointment.  Please note that all appointments will last for a maximum of 10 minutes and as we now have 
some very large classes, it will only be possible to book one appointment for each child.   
 
Curriculum Target Books 
Curriculum Target Books (Year 1 to Year 6) are still available on the school 
website, via each class page.  These booklets contain the pupil curriculum 
targets for reading, writing and maths that each child should hopefully 
achieve by the end of the academic year.  The ‘Rising Stars’ tests are 
designed to test your child’s knowledge and understanding of these targets.   



Permission Letters 
Permission letters for regular off-site and in-school visits and activities, notification of asthma, pain relief 
medication, medical updates, collection arrangements and photograph consent will be sent home this 
week.  Please complete and return all these forms to your child’s class teacher by Friday 15th September.  
These new permission letters will supersede any previous consent letters.  Many thanks. 
 
Contact Details 
If your contact details have changed recently (e.g. a new mobile telephone number or email address), 
please make sure we have the latest details in the school office, in case of emergency. 
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning  
Please join us for the ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ to raise money for 
cancer support.  Our coffee morning will be held on Friday 29th September 
from 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. in the main school hall and is being organised by 
our School Council.  Tea, coffee, squash and a range of homemade cakes will 
be on sale for you to enjoy.  If you would like to bake some cakes for us – 
we would be very happy to receive them on the day!  Please come and join 
us for a coffee and a cake to support this excellent charity! 

 
Jeans for Genes – Friday 22nd September 
Friday 22nd September is ‘Jeans for Genes’ day 2017.  All children are invited to come into 
school wearing their jeans and non-uniform for a minimum donation of £1 per person 
towards this excellent charity.  Jeans for Genes raises funds to support research into 
genetic disorders, which affects 1 out of 25 children born in the United Kingdom. 

 
With best wishes, 

 
Mark Oldridge 
Headteacher 
 
West Winch Primary School - Term Dates 2017 to 2018 
West Winch Primary School is OPEN to pupils on the white dates shown below. We are CLOSED to pupils on all 
the shaded dates.   
 

 

Telephone:  01553 840397 
E-mail:  office@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 
Website:  www.westwinchprimary.co.uk 

Twitter:  @wwprimary 
Parent Support Adviser (Helen Spencer): 07957127797 



ANNUAL DIARY DATES 

September 2017 to July 2018  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Please note:  As these dates are given well in advance, they may be subject to change. 
 

 
September 
Friday 15th – Year 4 Swimming starts 
Monday 18th – YR & Y4 Curriculum Meetings 
Tuesday 19th – Y1 & Y5 Curriculum Meetings 
Wednesday 20th – Y2 & Y3 Curriculum Meetings 
Thursday 21st – Y6 Curriculum Meeting 
Friday 22nd – Jeans for Genes 
Friday 29th – Macmillan Coffee Morning (9 to 10 a.m.) 
 
October 
Thursday 12th – School Open Afternoon  
Thursday 19th  – School closes for half term 
Monday 30th – School opens after half term 
Monday 30th – Y3 and Y5 Consultations 
Tuesday 31st – YR and Y6 Consultations 
 
November 
Wednesday 1st Y1 and Y4 Consultations 
Thursday 2nd – Y2 Consultations 
Friday 3rd  – Year 3 Swimming starts 
Tuesday 14th – Individual Pupil Photographs 
Friday 17th – Children In Need 
Monday 20th – Road Safety Week 
 
December 
Thursday 7th – YR & KS1 Nativity (10.00 a.m. & 2.00 p.m.) 
Friday 8th – Jack and the Beanstalk Pantomime Trip 
Tuesday 12th – KS2 Carols & Songs at 3.15 p.m. 
Wednesday 13th – School Christmas Lunch 
Monday 18th – HSL Discos 
Tuesday 19th December – School closes 
 
January  
Thursday 4th – School opens after Christmas 
Friday 5th – Year 5 Swimming starts 
Monday 8th – Y3 and Y5 Consultations 
Tuesday 9th – YR and Y6 Consultations 
Wednesday 10th Y1 and Y4 Consultations 
Thursday 11th – Y2 Consultations 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

February 
Friday 9th – School closes for half term 
Monday 19th – School opens after half term 
Monday 19th – Y3 and Y5 Consultations 
Tuesday 20th – YR and Y6 Consultations 
Wednesday 21st Y1 and Y4 Consultations 
Thursday 22nd – Y2 Consultations 
Friday 23rd – Year 6 Swimming starts 
 
March 
Wednesday 28th – School closes for Easter 
 
April 
Monday 16th – School opens after Easter 
 
May 
Monday 14th to Friday 18th – SATs Assessment Week 
Monday 21st – Class photographs 
Friday 25th – School closes for half term 
 
June 
Monday 4th – School opens after half term 
Tuesday 19th New Reception Parents Meeting  
Monday 25th to Wednesday 27th – Year 6 to KLA 
Thursday 28th – Open Day (9.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.) 
 
July 
Thursday 5th – Sports Day 
Friday 6th – Reserve Sports Day 
Wednesday 11th to Friday 13th – Year 6 at Kingswood 
Friday 20th – Annual Reports sent home 
Tuesday 24th – Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 9.10 a.m. 
Tuesday 24th – School closes for the summer holidays 
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