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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Here at West Winch Primary School we welcome and encourage the important link between home and 
school.  We would like you to be fully involved with your child’s education.  This letter is to inform you of the 
topics, curriculum content and homework your child will be working through during the next few weeks. 
 
Core Subjects (English, Mathematics and Science) 
The main topics are: 
English – Reading and writing stories, rhymes and poems; identifying the difference between fiction and non-
fiction; writing simple information texts 
Mathematics – Counting, working with and understanding numbers up to at least 100, addition and 
subtraction, mental calculations, measures (mass and time), and shape (including fractions – ½ and ¼) 
Science – Light and dark; Animals around the world 
 
Class Topics 
The main class topics we will be covering this term are: 
 
Out Of This World! (until half term) 

• Finding out about space, planets and the solar system 

• Naming, describing and comparing sources of light 

• Weather and seasons 

• Class text – The Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark by Jill Tomlinson 
 
Around the World (from after half term until Easter) 

• Finding out about different parts of the world and what they are like 

• Learning about, describing and comparing animals from around the world 

• Class texts – Animal stories from around the world 
 

If you think that you may be able to lend us something interesting that is related to either of our topics, please 
let me know! 
 
Themed Areas 
To link with our first topic, we have built a Space Lab where the children can explore the idea of visiting 
space. For our ‘Around the World’ topic, we will plan and develop the area together. 
 
After Easter we will be working hard to tidy up our outdoor garden area (in the Key Stage One playground 
area) and to plant lots of different fruits and vegetables. Unfortunately in the recent windy weather, the 
playhouse in our garden area suffered badly, the door was ripped off and is beyond repair. If you know of any 
bargain-priced small wooden playhouses to replace it, we would be very excited to hear from you! 
 
Homework 
Homework is given as an extension to work in class and is used to reinforce and extend your child’s 
knowledge and skills.  It is a very important part of their education, so please make time for your child to 
complete their home activities, supporting them as needed.   
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Please remember how important it is to read with your child at home. Please help us know if you have done 
this by writing in their reading record books. Reading books will normally be checked and changed (where 
needed) on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. We will not hear your child read all of the books that they 
bring home so we always take your comments into account. Please be honest – if you think that they would 
benefit from reading the books again, please say so! Even if your child reads their book perfectly, an important 
part of reading in Year 1 is to read books again so that the children can become more fluent. Talking about 
books is also important, so try asking about what is happening in the book and retelling stories again 
afterwards. Asking questions about how the characters are feeling or what they are doing is also useful. 
 
As I am sure you know, the children now also have weekly spelling tests. Your child has their own spelling 
book which gives more information and includes a list of their words to learn. At first, the words may seem 
easy, but they will become more challenging as the term goes on. Your child could also write sentences using 
their spelling words so that they can practise them in different ways. Tests take place on Fridays so please 
make sure that your child brings their book to use for their test. You will be able to see how well the children 
do by looking in their spelling books at home-time on Friday! 
 
Homework books will also be sent home on Mondays as usual. Please help your child if they need it and let 
me know if there are any problems. 
 
P.E. 
P.E. for Year 1 is usually on Mondays and sometimes Fridays. A full P.E. kit should be kept in school at all 
times and will be sent home regularly to be washed. Earrings can be taped down (with plasters or micropore 
tape) for P.E. lessons. If you wish your child to keep their earrings in for P.E., please send in plasters or 
micropore tape for them to use. 
 
Class trips 
I am planning a trip for the second half of this term – more information will be sent home nearer the time. 
 
Other adults in Year 1 
There have been no changes from last term - on Monday mornings the children are taught by Mrs Misangyi in 
order to provide my PPA time (Planning, Preparation and Assessment). She also teaches the children on 
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons while I work as the school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-
Coordinator). Mrs Harwood, Mr Newcombe, Mrs King and Mrs Calvert are the Teaching Assistants for 
Dolphins class. There may be extra sessions when the class is taught by another adult. 
 
I hope you have found this letter useful. If you have any other questions or would like to make an 
appointment, please email or ask!  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Miss S Mitchell 
Year 1 Class Teacher 
 
senco@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk  
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