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Dear Parents, 
 
Here at West Winch Primary School we welcome and encourage the important link between home and school.  
We would like you to be fully involved with your child’s education.  This letter is to inform you of the topics, 
curriculum content and homework your child will be working through during the course of this coming term. 
 
 
Core Subjects (English, Mathematics and Science) 
 
English: 
Year 5 will be looking at the following:  
Non-fiction writing: Non-chronological reports relating to the Roman Invasion, recounts (the diary of a Roman 
soldier as well as writing a police report), persuasive writing (speeches), topic-related discussion texts and 
poetry related to abstract nouns.  
Fiction: Classic texts, traditional stories and the Roman Invasion, a tale of a Roman Soldier (our class text for 
this term), Roman myths and legends. 
Grammar Punctuation and Spelling (GPS): We will continue to focus on standard English, types of nouns, 
verbs and adjectives, technical vocabulary, prefixes and suffixes (for example ‘dis-‘ and ‘-tion’) as well as 
increasing our vocabulary and continuing to practise the main Year 5 and 6 spellings from the National 
Curriculum. 
 
Mathematics:  
This will focus on the place value of numbers with up to six digits, as well as decimals to two and three places. 
Ordering and rounding; addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and application to money and real-life 
problems; understanding and rapid recall of multiplication and division; fractions, decimals and percentages; 
handling data; shape and space; measures (length, mass, capacity, volume and area, time) and application to 
problems; statistics; reasoning about numbers. Year 5 will also continue to complete practical-based 
investigations and problem-solving activities to help deepen their understanding of numbers and the number 
system and to help them apply Mathematics to real life situations. 
 
Science: 
Properties and changes of materials – how force affects objects, how solids turn to liquids, etc. 
After half term, we will focus on living things and their habitats. 
 
 
Class Topic (History, Geography and English/Maths) 
The main class topic for this term is Roman Britain. From questions the children came up with at the start of 
the New Year, we will focus on:  

• Britain before the Romans: what was life like in Britain? Where does this period fit into history? Who were 
the Celts and how did they live? 

• Invasion: why did the Romans invade Britain? Why did they settle here? 

• Rebellion: How and why did the Britons fight back? 

• Roman Defence of Britain: why did Hadrian build a wall? How did the Roman Army operate (understanding 
the structure of the Roman army, training, weapons, etc)? 

• Roads and Places: How people travelled, where and how did they live? 

• Leisure: games, plays, chariot races, gladiators 

• Family: everyday life, education, food, toys – how is it similar/different to Britain today? 
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• Technology: heating, drains, baths, aqueducts (also reference to slavery). 

• Religion: worship, temples and gods. 

• Understanding and interpreting Roman remains and their legacy: why did the Romans leave and what did 
they leave behind?  
 

 
P.E. 
P.E. for year 5 is on Wednesday and Friday. Children will swim on a Friday up until half term. A full P.E. kit (as 
listed in the school prospectus) should be kept in school at all times. Also see the school prospectus regarding 
jewellery. Earrings MUST be removed before the start of P.E. as tape and plasters often come loose or can 
get caught easily. 
 
 
Art and DT 
Art or Design Technology is on Thursday. The art and DT will link to the Romans. We have shirts available for 
the children to use. If you feel your child would like to bring in their own overall/shirt please feel free to send 
this in, clearly named please.  
 
R.E.  
This will focus on creation stories from different religions and symbolism linked to Easter (Christianity).   
 
 
Homework 
Homework is a very important part of education, so please make time for your child to complete their home 
activities, supporting them as needed. Just to remind you that homework in Year 5 involves: 

• Reading with your child (15-20 minutes daily, please record this in the reading record). 

• Times tables revision/extension (usually with a times table or other mental challenge each week). 

• Spellings or spelling investigations are sent home on a Monday with a test the following Monday.  
 
 
School Trip 
This term’s school trip will be related to our class topic of Roman Britain. Details will be communicated 
separately nearer the time. 
 
 
The class will continue to be taught by Mrs Misangyi on Thursday mornings.  Mrs West and Mrs Wright will 
also be supporting the class throughout the week. 
 
I hope you have found this letter useful. If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or the school office to make an appointment. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr S Jacklin, 
Year 5 Class Teacher 
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