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A Great Start to the New Academic Year! 

We’ve had a fantastic start to the new school year at West Winch Primary School. 

It has been lovely to welcome our new Reception children and their families and 

to see all of our children settle back into school life so quickly with lots of 

enthusiasm and excitement for learning. 

 

A big thank you to everyone who came along to our curriculum meetings. We hope you found them useful 

and enjoyed meeting your child’s teacher and finding out more about the year ahead. 

 

It was also great to see so many families at our open classroom event. The children loved showing off their work 

and it was wonderful to celebrate their achievements together. 

 

There’s lots to look forward to this term, including: our Open Day for prospective Reception families, our annual 

Harvest Festival at the church and the Year 6 Bingo Fundraiser. All money raised will go towards their end-of-

year trip to see Paddington next summer. Of course, we’re also looking forward to our popular Halloween 

event, which is always a favourite with the children! 

 

Farewell, Good Luck and Congratulations 

This month, we say goodbye to three valued members of our teaching assistant team. 

Mrs Parker-Colman leaves us on Friday to begin a new career, Mrs Dumpleton leaves 

next Tuesday as she relocates and Miss Shearman will be leaving us at the end of half 

term to further develop her interest in Special Educational Needs. Miss Shearman has 

secured a role at a local special school, an area she is passionate about and keen to 

pursue. 

 

We thank all three colleagues for their dedication and contribution to West Winch Primary School and wish 

them every success and happiness for the future. They will be greatly missed. 

 

We would also like to congratulate Miss Lee, one of our Midday Supervisors, who got married last month and is 

now known as Mrs Maynard. We wish Mrs Maynard every happiness as she begins this exciting new chapter. 

 

Home School Link (HSL) Update 

Following the HSL AGM on 25th September, we are pleased to announce the committee for 

the year ahead: 

 

Chair: Jo Crisp 

Vice Chair: Sophie Hopkins 

Treasurer: Fiona Waterson 

Vice Treasurer: Rosie Rudd 

Secretary: Helen Gregory 

Vice Secretary: Jenna Harron 

A huge thank you to all our HSL volunteers for their continued dedication and support. Through their hard work 

and fundraising efforts, the HSL raised in the region of £11,000 during 2025-2026, with every penny reinvested 

into enriching opportunities and experiences for our pupils. 

 

This year, HSL funding will provide: 



 

• £400 for each class from Reception to Year 5 to enhance learning experiences and opportunities. 

• £1,200 towards the Year 6 London trip, helping to fund transport for their visit to see Paddington the Musical. 

• £1,500 towards the annual pantomime, ensuring this popular event remains accessible for all children. 

 

The graphic below highlights the incredible impact of HSL fundraising and the difference it makes to our school 

community. 

 

The HSL is always keen to welcome new members. If you would like to get involved, please email 

westwinchhsl@yahoo.com, speak to an HSL member in the playground, or contact Mrs Clark in the school 

office. 

 

We are incredibly grateful for the time, enthusiasm and support of our HSL volunteers. Their commitment helps 

provide many of the additional opportunities and memorable experiences our children enjoy throughout the 

year. 

 

Open Day – Thursday 15th October 

If you have a child due to start school in September 2027 or 2028, we would like 

to invite you to visit our Open Day. The event will take place on Thursday 15th 

October. We are pleased to offer two opportunities to tour the school.  

 

The available tour times are: 

 

• Morning Tour: 9:15am – 10:15am 

• Afternoon Tour: 1:30pm – 2:30pm 
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Please arrive at our school at any point during these times where you will be welcomed in the main reception 

by Mrs Clark, our school Business Manager, along with some of our Year 6 children. During your visit, you will 

have a tour of our school and see our wonderful children and teachers in action in their classrooms. You will 

also have an opportunity to ask questions and chat to our children and staff.  

To book your place, please contact the main office on 01553 840397 or email office@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk.  

 

In addition, if you know someone looking for a school place in 2027 or 2028, we encourage you to recommend 

West Winch Primary School – please do pass on our details. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you! 

 

YEAR 6 EVENT: Bingo Night – Thursday 15th October 2026 

Our Year 6 children have been busy planning a calendar of fundraising events to help 

them raise money for their end-of-year class trip to London’s West End where they will 

watch the award-winning musical, Paddington.  

 

Whilst our HSL have generously offered to pay for the transport, Year 6 children have 

been set the challenge of raising funds to cover the cost of the tickets themselves so 

that every child in the class has the opportunity to participate in thiskk wonderful experience.  

 

Supported by our fantastic Year 6 team, there will be a Halloween themed Family Bingo Night on Thursday 15th 

October. This event will be held in the school hall and doors will open at 5:30pm with eyes down at 5:45pm. On 

the night, there will be a range of prizes to win, along with a raffle to enter and refreshments to purchase. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and every penny will go directly towards the Year 6 end-of-year class trip 

next summer.  

 

Harvest Festival – Donations for the food bank  

We are holding our Harvest Festival at St. Mary’s Church, West Winch on Thursday 22nd 

October.  

 

I am pleased to share with you that the Local Policing Team has kindly offered to 

support us with this event by providing assistance with crossing the road.  

 

• The Harvest Festival for our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children starts at 9:30am. 

• The Harvest Festival for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 takes place at 11:00am.  

 

We invite parents to attend the services, but to allow for enough room inside the church, we ask that each 

child brings only one lucky adult to watch. Regrettably, we won’t be able to invite younger siblings. On the day, 

our children will enter the church first where they will sit in the front rows with their class. We therefore politely ask 

parents and carers to wait outside the church until all children are seated.  You will then be invited inside to join 

your children and enjoy the service. 

 

We would really appreciate food donations for our Harvest Festivals.  All items will be gratefully received on the 

day and each class will take their donations with them to give as an offering during the service.  The food we 

donate will be used by the church to support local families. Thank you – your support will directly help local 

families in crisis.  

 

Pantomime Trip – Sleeping Beauty 

We are looking forward to this year’s pantomime, Sleeping Beauty, at King’s Lynn Corn 

Exchange on Tuesday 15th December.  

 

We are asking for a voluntary contribution of £10.00 per child. This is the same contribution 

as 2025, thanks to a generous donation of £1,500, which has been gifted from the HSL to 

cover the cost of the coaches and subsidise the price of the theatre tickets.   

 

We would be grateful if payment for this trip could be made by Friday 23rd October, as 

this is the deadline for confirming ticket numbers to the Corn Exchange. Payment can be made online in the 

usual way (via My Child at School) and this will also give us permission to take your child. 
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If you would prefer to withdraw your child from this trip, please notify us via email to the main school office by 

Friday 23rd October.  

 

Exciting Events and Attendance Rewards Update from our School Council – October Highlights! 

Our School Council had a lively meeting this week and have decided to refresh our 

attendance rewards to encourage excellent attendance across the school. 

 

Attendance will continue to be shared each week during our Monday assemblies. 

From this term, the class with the highest attendance, provided they achieve our target 

of 97% or above, will earn an extra 10-minute break on Friday afternoon. 

 

Attendance will also continue to be reported monthly in the newsletter. The class with the highest attendance 

each month, provided they achieve our target of 97% or above, will earn a reward. Rewards could include 

extra time in the outdoor area, an additional PE lesson, extra time in the ICT suite, or another agreed treat 

chosen by the class. 

 

In addition, every week that a class achieves 97% or above (green on the attendance graph), they will be 

entered into a prize draw. At the end of each term, one class will be selected at random and will be able to 

choose a special reward. Ideas discussed by the School Council included a non-uniform day, a movie and 

popcorn afternoon, or an ice cream treat, although the winning class will have the opportunity to choose their 

own reward. 

 

The School Council have also introduced a whole-school attendance reward. If the entire school achieves 97% 

attendance or above in any month, all pupils will earn a special whole-school treat chosen by the School 

Council. This could be a special lunch, a whole-school non-uniform day, a film and popcorn session, or another 

exciting reward. 

 

Children will also receive recognition for achieving 100% attendance each term, as well as our annual 100% 

attendance award at the end of the school year. 

 

We look forward to seeing which classes rise to the challenge! 

 

 

 

World Mental Health Day – Friday 9th October 

 

To show our support for World Mental Health Day, our School Council is inviting everyone to 

wear something yellow on Friday 9th October.  

 

We kindly ask for a £1 donation, which will go to the mental health charity, Mental Health 

Foundation. Every donation supports their life-changing work and brings us closer to a world 

with good mental health for all. Donations can be made in the usual way via My Child at 

School. 

 

 

 

Freaky Friday – Friday 23rd October! 

 

To round off the month, the School Council is planning a spooktacular Halloween 

celebration on Friday 23rd October by organising a special day for our children.  Children are 

invited to come into school dressed as their favourite Halloween character or in non-uniform 

on this day.  There will be a charge of £1 per child – which will go directly to our School 

Council.  Please make your donations for Freaky Friday via My Child at School.   

 

The School Council would also like to invite all children to take part in a Design a Witch’s Hat Competition. Entry 

is £1 per child and payment can be made via My Child at School. We can’t wait to see their spooky and 



imaginative creations! A special sheet for children to record their terrifying design will be sent home in the next 

week – and entries should be brought back to school on Friday 23rd October.  

 

There will also be a Pumpkin Carving Competition – please can children bring in their ready carved/decorated 

pumpkin on the morning of Friday 23rd October and School Council members will direct all pumpkins (and 

children) to the main hall! Entry is £1, and again, payment can be made through My Child at School. 

 

The special lunch for Freaky Friday comprises of: Monster’s Eyeballs (meatballs or meat free balls) with Brains 

(pasta), Blood (tomato sauce), Slime (green peas) and Bones (carrots) followed by a Halloween Cupcake.  This 

meal (FREE for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) can be ordered as usual by all children on the day. 

 

Music Tuition Opportunities 

We currently have spaces available for children to take part in violin, guitar and piano 

tuition at school. 

 

If your child is interested in learning a musical instrument, please sign up in the usual way via 

My Child at School. Alternatively, if you would like any assistance, please contact Mrs Clark 

in the school office, who will be happy to help. 

 

From our HSL: Christmas Card Orders  

Your child’s personally-designed Christmas card will be coming out in the next 

few weeks. The earlier you order, the better for all involved.  You will not only 

receive the items in plenty of time for Christmas, but the HSL receive more money 

if the order is placed early.  

 

In order to guarantee delivery for Christmas, please place your order by Friday 

13th November 2026. 

 

Class Email Addresses – Important Reminder 

Here are the class email addresses, just to remind you: 

 

Reception (Mrs Schade) - reception@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 1 (Mr Hazel) - year1@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 2 (Miss Woolf) - year2@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 3 (Mrs Clow) - year3@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 4 (Miss Stone) - year4@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 5 (Mrs Guy/Mrs Chatzidimitriou) - year5@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Year 6 (Mrs Donnor) - year6@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 
 

We would also like to remind you about the purpose of your child's class email addresses. These email accounts 

are designed for everyday messages only including: 

 

• General enquiries about classroom activities 

• Sharing information about your child 

• Day-to-day communication needs 

• Administrative questions 

 

Medication  

Please don’t forget that we need your signed permission and any relevant instructions before 

administering any medication to your child(ren) in school.  Medication forms should always be 

completed at the main school office.  This form is checked and signed by the Headteacher 

and then passed directly to our trained first aid staff, who will be checking and administering 

any medication in school.  Please do not give medication to members of staff at any other 

time. 
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Parent Daytime Consultations 

Our afternoon Parent Consultations will give you the opportunity to discuss your child’s 

progress. Together, we can then clearly focus on the areas that your child needs to work on, 

so that they meet or exceed the ‘expected’ standard at the end of the academic year.  

The consultations are on the following dates and appointment times will be made available 

(via My Child at School) very soon – to allow parents to make the necessary arrangements: 

 

 Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 

Term  

Monday  

9th 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm) 

&  

Tuesday  

10th 

November 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Wednesda

y 11th 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm) 

&  

Thursday 

12th 

November 

1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Tuesday    

3rd 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Wednesda

y 

4th 

November 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Monday  

9th 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm) 

&  

Tuesday  

10th 

November 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm)  

Wednesda

y 11th 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm) 

&  

Thursday 

12th 

November 

1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Tuesday    

3rd 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Wednesda

y 

4th 

November 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Tuesday    

3rd 

November 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Wednesda

y 

4th 

November 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Spring 

Term  

Monday 

22nd 

February 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Tuesday 

23rd 

February 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Wednesda

y 24th 

February 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

&  

Thursday 

25th 

February 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Monday  

1st   

March 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

&  

Tuesday  

2nd  

March 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Monday 

22nd 

February 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Tuesday 

23rd 

February 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Wednesda

y 24th 

February 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

&  

Thursday 

25th 

February 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Monday 

22nd 

February 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

& 

Tuesday 

23rd 

February 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

Monday  

1st   

March 

(1:15pm-

3:25pm)  

&  

Tuesday  

2nd  

March 

(1:15pm-

5:00pm) 

 

You will receive a notification via My Child at School that appointments can be made for these parent 

consultations.  If you are unable to make the consultations, class teachers will be happy to organise an 

appointment for an after-school meeting on another day – or even arrange a telephone consultation.  Please 

note that all appointments will last for a maximum of 10 minutes and as we now have some very large classes, it 

will only be possible to book one appointment for each child.   

 

Attendance Matters – September Update 

Year Group Percentage 

Reception 99.45% 

Year 1 97.12% 

Year 2 96.6% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 96.89% 

Year 5 94.85% 

Year 6 91.48% 

Whole school 96.19% 

 

We would like to congratulate our Year R children for achieving the school’s highest attendance during 

September of 99.45%. As winners of the highest attendance for last month, Mrs Schade will be speaking with 

the class to negotiate what treat they would like as their prize. Well done for your fantastic attendance – we’re 

proud of you!  

 

 

 

 



Special Lunch – Thursday 1st October 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After-School Clubs 

The table below details the After-School Clubs running next half-term, starting the week 

commencing Monday 2nd November.  

 

In addition to our range of extracurricular clubs, we continue to offer our Breakfast Club, which 

runs daily from 8:00am and includes breakfast for all children attending, as well as, our 

Afternoon Club, which runs each day from 3:15pm to 4:30pm, providing families with an 

additional childcare option at the end of the school day. 

 

At the end of the school day, children attending a club will be taken directly to the school hall and will not 

need to be collected at the usual home time. Our free after-school clubs will finish at 4:00pm and children 

should be collected from the main reception. Children attending any other after-school clubs will finish at 

4:15pm, while those attending Afternoon Club will remain in the club until 4:30pm and should also be collected 

from the main reception. Please ensure collection arrangements are up-to-date, as this will make for a smooth 

handover. 

 

Date Time Club 

Monday 2nd November – Monday 7th December 3:15pm – 4:15pm EYFS & KS1 Tag Rugby 

Tuesday 3rd November – Tuesday 8th December 3:15pm – 4:00pm EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Scratch 

Wednesday 4th November – Wednesday 9th 

December 

3:15pm – 4:00pm EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Seasonal Arts 

& Crafts 

Wednesday 4th November – Wednesday 9th 

December 

3:15pm – 4:15pm KS1 Tamion’s Forest School  

Wednesday 4th November – Wednesday 9th 

December 

3:15pm – 4:15pm KS2 Tag Rugby 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December 3:15pm – 4:00pm EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Lego 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December 3:15pm – 4:15pm  KS2 Lacrosse 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December 3:15pm – 4:15pm  EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Gymnastics 

  



Bookings for all clubs can be made via My Child at School (either directly or via a link) as soon as the clubs are 

organised – so please keep an eye out for more information on future clubs as this half-term progresses. Please 

note that, unfortunately, refunds cannot be issued for clubs run by external providers once they have been 

booked and paid for. 

 

Change of Menu for the Final Week Before Half-Term 

We wanted to inform you about a slight change to the lunch menu during the final week 

before half-term.  

 

• Thursday 22nd October: Fish fingers and chips. 

• Friday 23rd October: Freaky Friday special lunch. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and support. We hope the children enjoy these meals, 

as we celebrate the end of a successful half-term! 

 

Contact Details 

If your contact details have changed recently (e.g. a new mobile telephone number or email 

address), please make sure we have the latest details in the school office, in case of 

emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

With warm regards, 

 
Miss K Todd  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone:  01553 840397 

E-mail:  office@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk 

Website:  www.westwinchprimary.co.uk 

Facebook: @groups/westwinchprimary 

X:  @wwprimary 

Pastoral Lead (Mrs Turner) 

psa@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk  

Young Carers’ Lead (Ms Hill) 

youngcarers@westwinch.norfolk.sch.uk  
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ANNUAL DIARY DATES 

October 2026 – July 2027 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Please note:  As these dates are given well in advance, they may be subject to change. Additions or 

alterations are marked in RED. 

 

Month Date & Event 

October 1st – Special Lunchtime Favourites lunch 

13
th

 – Individual photographs 

15
h
 – Open Day (9:15am-10:15am & 1:30pm-2:30pm) 

15th – Year 6 Bingo Night 

19th – Year R Watatunga trip 

21st – Year 4 Cadbury World trip 

21st – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

22nd – Harvest Festival (9:30am – YR, Y1& Y2 11am – 

KS2) 

22nd – HSL Halloween Disco (TBC) 

23rd – Freaky Friday 

23rd – End of half term  

November 2nd – Return to school 

Monday 2nd November-Monday 7th December – EYFS 

& KS1 Tag Rugby 

3rd – Flu Immunisations (YR – Y6) 

3rd – Y2, Y5 & Y6 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

Tuesday 3rd November-Tuesday 8th December – 

Scratch club 

4th – Year 3 King’s Lynn Museum trip 

4th – Y2, Y5 & Y6 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 

Wednesday 4th November-Wednesday 9th December – 

EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Seasonal Arts & Crafts 

Wednesday 4th November -Wednesday 9th December 

– KS1 Tamion’s Forest School 

Wednesday 4th November-Wednesday 9th December – 

KS2 Tag Rugby 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December – 

Lego club 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December – KS2 

Lacrosse 

Thursday 5th November – Thursday 10th December – 

Gymnastics  

5th – HSL Cake Sale 

9
th

 – YR & Y3 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

10
th

 – YR & Y3 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 

11th – Year 5 Space Centre trip 

11
th

 – Y1 & Y4 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

12th – Y1 & Y4 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 



13th – HSL Christmas card order deadline 

13
th

 – Children in Need 

25th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

26th – HSL Disco (TBC) 

December 3rd – Flu Immunisations – ‘mop up’ (YR – Y6) 

10
th

 – Christmas Play (EYFS/KS1)  

15
th

 – Pantomime (morning) 

17th – Christmas at the church (9:30am – YR, Y1 & Y2  

11am – KS2)  

17th – HSL Elfridges Event (TBC) 

18
th

 – End of term 

January 4th – Return to school 

14th – HSL Dress as your pet day  

27th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

February 4th – YR vision and hearing 

11th – HSL Bingo Night 

12th – End of half term 

22nd – Return to school 

22nd – YR, Y3 & Y5 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

23rd – YR, Y3 & Y5 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 

24th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

24th – Y1 & Y4 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

25th – Y1 & Y4 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 

March 1st – Y2 & Y6 consultations (1:15pm-3:25pm) 

2nd – Y2 & Y6 consultations (1:15pm-5:00pm) 

4th – World Book Day 

18th – HSL Disco  

19th – Comic Relief Day 

24th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

25th – Easter services at the church (9:30am – YR, Y1 & 

Y2  11am – KS2) 

25th – HSL Cake Sale 

25th – End of term  
April 12th – Return to school 

28th – Open classroom (8:30-8:45am) 

30th – Games Race Night 

May 2nd – GEAR Mini Run 

3rd – Bank holiday 

7th – Group photos 

10th – SATs week (Monday – Thursday) 

12th – 19th – Scholastic Book Fair 

26th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 

28th – HSL Colour Run (TBC) 

28th – End of half term 

June 7th – Return to school 

8th – New Parents’ Meeting (2:00pm) 

11th – HSL Frozen Friday 

18th – Summer Fair 

22nd – Open afternoon (1:15pm-2:15pm) 

25th – HSL Frozen Friday 

30th – Open classroom (8:30am-8:45am) 



July 1st – Sports Day (EYFS/KS1 – am, KS2 – pm) 

2nd – Reserve Sports Day (EYFS/KS1 – am, KS2 – pm) 

2nd – Reports sent home 

2nd – HSL Frozen Friday 

5th – Last week of after-school clubs 

8th – Year 6 Paddington the Musical trip 

9th – HSL Frozen Friday 

12th– Class swap afternoon 

15th – Leavers’ assembly 

15th – End of the year 

 
 

 

 


